
COMM 310 online discussion - Importance of News

Here are links to assigned readings + one Netflix episode (let me know if you do not have
access to a Netflix account). For this discussion, please watch/read in this order:

First watch the Netflix episode of "The Patriot Act by Hasan Minhaj" about the dying local news
industry (*NSFW warning for lots of cursing!) and read the Washington Post perspective, "The
audacious lie behind a hedge fund's promise to support local journalism."

Then read the Washington Post opinion, "The crisis in local journalism has become a crisis of
democracy," which paints a bleak picture about the dire consequences of declining local news
coverage, plus the first part of the "Minimally Adequate" series from the P&C about inadequate
and unfair resources provided in our state's public schools.

Finally read the op-ed by Fox News' Chris Wallace.

Now consider these questions :)

1) As a college student who may/may not care a lot about the local news, consider the problems
presented by these three sources - the Netflix show and the two Washington Post perspectives
on local news. How could you imagine this being a problem in the near future as you graduate
and begin "living in the real world?" What happens if there are no reporters to inform you about
the community - rising costs, health news in the area, corruption in local government, etc.? Do
you see this issue as a problem for "democracy" - why/why not?

2a) Considering the "Minimally Adequate" series, what would be the danger of people not
knowing this kind of information? If this award-winning series is never published, what happens
5, 10, 20 years from now in our cities, local economies, schools because it was never revealed?

2b) In addition to just being "important information" for SC residents to know about the state of
our education system, comment on the storytelling in "Minimally Adequate" - how do the
anecdotes and the writing add to the stats and facts?

3) Two main reasons a lot of people don't pay attention to the news are that a) it seems
uninteresting/boring; and/or b) it seems biased (or is perceived as such). Chris Wallace of Fox
News makes great points about the danger of attacking the media while also noting that news
outlets can do themselves some favors by presenting the news better - less sensational and
extreme as well as less politically charged one side or the other. (*side note: he rightfully
criticizes some NYT headlines or CNN reporter questions but ironically does not point out
obvious political takes from his own, now former, network. However, his overall point is very
valid and what I want you to focus on).

First, what do you think of his viewpoint (what do you agree/disagree with), and second, thinking
of this opinion along with the decline of reporting at outlets across the country, how do you think

https://www.netflix.com/title/80239931
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/media/tribune-alden-sale-local-journalism/2021/02/17/04411fc2-712a-11eb-85fa-e0ccb3660358_story.html?utm_campaign=wp_post_most&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_most&carta-url=https%3A%2F%2Fs2.washingtonpost.com%2Fcar-ln-tr%2F2fdd13e%2F602d457d9d2fda4c88e74ce6%2F596add6cade4e24119a8fcbc%2F28%2F68%2F602d457d9d2fda4c88e74ce6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/media/tribune-alden-sale-local-journalism/2021/02/17/04411fc2-712a-11eb-85fa-e0ccb3660358_story.html?utm_campaign=wp_post_most&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_most&carta-url=https%3A%2F%2Fs2.washingtonpost.com%2Fcar-ln-tr%2F2fdd13e%2F602d457d9d2fda4c88e74ce6%2F596add6cade4e24119a8fcbc%2F28%2F68%2F602d457d9d2fda4c88e74ce6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-crisis-in-journalism-has-become-a-crisis-of-democracy/2018/04/11/a908d5fc-2d64-11e8-8688-e053ba58f1e4_story.html?h_sid=22cc70b025-5a90fabfef0001be27af7fef
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-crisis-in-journalism-has-become-a-crisis-of-democracy/2018/04/11/a908d5fc-2d64-11e8-8688-e053ba58f1e4_story.html?h_sid=22cc70b025-5a90fabfef0001be27af7fef
https://data.postandcourier.com/saga/minimally-adequate/page/1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/trump-is-assaulting-our-free-press-but-he-also-has-a-point/2017/11/17/b3b8ec24-c8b2-11e7-b0cf-7689a9f2d84e_story.html?utm_term=.eebfef8a9a79&itid=lk_inline_manual_36


your own news consumption could improve to support journalism that matters and is important
for the overall health of our democratic society?

You must put your answer to the questions in your assigned small group by midnight on
Tuesday, Feb. 1.

You must then reply to each person in your group by midnight on Thursday, Feb. 3.

Finally, you need to submit a relatively short (5-6 sentences) review of the discussion to
the OAKS dropbox by Monday, Feb. 7, at midnight.

• Note: I do not want you to rehash YOUR answers to the original questions; I will already see
those :) Instead, I want your takeaways about the discussion itself - what stood out to you as
interesting comments from others that may have been the same or different from your own
observations; what takeaways from the discussion did you have?


